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Section

1 General

1.01 Purpose and Scope

(1)

(@)

3)

(4)

Introduction. The policies and procedures contained herein are an attempt by
the Portage County Fire Chief's Association to standardize certain aspects relating
to fire fighting, rescue, emergency medical, hazardous materials, and other
responses that the member departments face on a routine basis. Only through
cooperation and a detailed understanding of how each agency operates, can
effectiveness, efficiency, and safety be maximized.

Intent. This manual is intended to be a guide for the member departments of the
Association, and is in no way an attempt to dictate policy to the constituent
agencies that form this organization. It is the fundamental responsibility of each
department to independently develop its own policies and procedures that best fit
that organization.

Precedence. Nothing in this manual shall be construed to supersede the
individual policies of the member organizations, any mutual aid or other
agreements where a member of the Association may be a party, or any
requirement established by local ordinance, state law, or federal law.

Uniform Compliance. Each subsequent subsection of this manual shall indicate
the collective level of adherence that each member organization should consider
when applying these policies to their own agency. They are:

(a) Standard ; indicating that it is the particular section holds a particularly high
level of importance to safe and/or efficient operations, and member
organizations are strongly encouraged to adopt this section.

(b) Suggested ; indicating that it is the particular section is significant to safe
and/or efficient operations, and member organizations are encouraged to
adopt this section.

(c) Recommended ; indicating that it is the particular section contributes to safe
and/or efficient operations, and member organizations are recommended to
adopt this section.

(d) Advisory ; indicating that the particular section has information that may be
beneficial to safe and/or efficient operations, and member organizations are
simply being advised of the information.

Portage County Fire Chief's Association Policy Manual December 10, 2008 Page-1-




(5) Effective. The initial version of this manual was approved by the Association on
July 18, 2008, wherein it became effective. Future updates will be effective upon
approval of the Association.

(6) Additions/Changes. Additions or changes to these policies and procedures shall
be approved by a majority vote of the members of the Association.

(7) Terminology. Terms used in these policies shall be consistent with the National
Incident Management System, the Incident Command System, the United States
Fire Administration, and commonly used fire fighting terminology. All references to
people in this publication shall be meant to equally apply to males and females,
unless specifically or otherwise defined. Particular terms that may need
clarification may be found in the Quick Reference Index.

(8) Standards. It shall be the policy of the Association to adhere to nationally
established standards when conducting fire ground or other operations.
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1.02 Incident Management

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

Uniform Compliance. Standard.

General. It is the policy of the Association to support and comply with the
provisions of the National Incident Management System, and the Incident
Command System.

Adoption. ICS shall be the governing system for incident management, and all
members shall encourage their parent governing bodies to formally adopt NIMS as
part of a uniform response to emergency and other situations.

Training. In an effort to establish uniform and consistent standards for ICS
training, the following minimum levels of individual training shall be required for
each organization:

(a) ICS-100 and IS-700 for all members of each agency.
(b) ICS-200 for all company officers.

(c) ICS-300 and 1S-800 for all chief officers.

(d) ICS-400 for all fire chiefs.

Incident priorities.  The Association shall establish the following incident priorities
for each incident that is responded to:

(a) Life Safety
1. Emergency Responder
2. General Public
(b) Incident Stabilization
(c) Property and Environmental Conservation

References: National Incident Management System, US Department of
Homeland Security.
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1.03 Mutual Aid Box Alarm System

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

(5)

Uniform Compliance. Standard.

General. The State of Wisconsin has designated the Mutual Aid Box Alarm
System (MABAS) as the standard state wide mechanism for fire service and
related function mutual aid. Portage County was designated as MABAS Division
110 in the year 2007.

MABAS Division 110. The Association acts as the governing body for Division
110 of the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System. Division 110 is controlled by its own
internal constitution, bylaws, and procedures. Those bylaws are incorporated by
reference herein, including any future changes and amendments.

Membership. It is the policy of the Association to strongly encourage each of the
member departments to become part of Division 110. Departments that are not
members of Division 110 shall not be discriminated against based on their status
where these policies are concerned.

References: Chapter WEM 8 Mutual Aid Box Alarm System Standards and
Procedures, Wisconsin Administrative Code; Mutual Aid Box Alarm System
Agreement, MABAS Wisconsin; Constitution and By, MABAS Wisconsin; Division
110 Constitution and Bylaws, Portage County Fire Chief's Association.
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Section

2 Command
2.01 General

(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.
(2) Command.

(a) Establishing Command.  The senior officer/fire fighter of the first arriving
apparatus shall assume and announce initial command and initially assign
divisions/groups as necessary to effectively manage the incident needs.
The initial IC shall be in complete control of the entire scene until command
Is transferred or terminated at the conclusion of the incident.

(b) Transferring Command.  The initial IC may transfer command to a more
senior/experienced officer/fire fighter if he/she determines that this would be
an improvement to fire ground operations. The outgoing IC shall relate all
pertinent information (tactical situation, personnel accountability, etc.) and
shall not relinquish command until the new IC is satisfied with the level of
information obtained, and relieves the outgoing IC.

(c) Mobile Command. During situations where the initial arriving company
needs all personnel for immediate life saving action, and can not afford to
spare a dedicated IC, the company officer assumes a mobile command role.
This means that the officer is still in command of the incident, but alerts
other companies that he/she is tied up in the action. The next arriving
company quickly assumes command after announcing such, thus relieving
the initial IC of command duties and allowing him/her to continue their
actions. This must be announced over the radio and reserved for rare
instances.

(d) Passing Command. Passing command must be reserved for extremely
rare instances. In this situation, the initial officer is free to perform actions
and passes command to the next arriving officer. This must be announced
over the radio so that the next officer knows to establish command upon
arrival. This is only authorized when the initial officer had direct knowledge
that a more senior officer is already en route and within one minute of the
scene, and immediate action on the fire ground is required.
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(3) Determining Strategic Mode.  Upon assuming command, the IC shall deliver a
brief incident report stating the conditions found (e.g. “nothing showing”, “smoke

showing,” “fire showing,” etc.), the strategic mode (offensive, marginal, defensive),
and the actions taken by that unit.

(4) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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2.02 Incident Management Identification

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

General. The uniform identification of command and staff officers at an
emergency incident is a critical component of safe and efficient operations,
especially during mutual aid situations. The use of titled vests has proven to be an
effective method of the identification of such key personnel.

Adoption. The Association has chosen to adopt a combination vest that not only
serves to be able to identify key personnel through the use interchangeable title
panels, but also meet the ANSI Public Safety Vest (PSV) standard.

(a) The vest selected for that use is the PSV PRO 200 series of vest
manufactured by ML Kishigo.

(b) The use of other vests which easily identify key personnel, but may not be
ANSI Public Safety Vest standard complaint, may be used, but their use
within the right of ways on public highways is discouraged.

References: Worker Visibility, 23 CFR Part 634; ANSI/ISEA 207-2006 American
National Standard for High Visibility Public Safety Vests, American National

Standards Institute.

Figure 2.02-1
Standardized Command
Identification Vest
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2.03 Command Post Operations
(1) Uniform Compliance. Recommended.

(2) General. Each incident shall have an incident command post (ICP) established
where the Incident Commander may be found.

(3) Identification. A uniform method of the identification of the Command Post at
larger incidents is especially important. The following methods are established in
order to promote uniformity:

(a) Green Flag. A green colored flag, sign, wind sock, or other similar device
may be used to identify the ICP during daylight hours. Such a device will
preferably have the letters “ICP” or “CP” prominently displayed in it for easy
of recognition.

(b) Green Light. A green flashing, blinking, or rotating light may be used to
identify the ICP during both daylight and nighttime hours. Such a light may
be used in conjunction with a green flag or similar device. To prevent
confusion, only the designated ICP shall use such a green light.

(4) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.

Figure 2.03-1
Example of Command Post
Identification Flag and Light
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2.04 Brief Initial Report

(1) Uniform Compliance. Recommended.

(2) General. The initial arriving company at the scene has two vital functions to
perform in order to ensure the safe and efficient operation of the scene. They are:

(a) Alert other units of what you have found.
(b) Take command.

(3) Report Format. The initial arriving unit should immediately give a brief initial
report (BIR), otherwise known as a first in report. The format generally follows the
standard UCAN report format. After a quick analysis of the scene, the officer
should announce over the radio to Dispatch:

(a) Unit (i.e. identify yourself.) This simply advises Dispatch and all other
responders who has arrived at the scene and who is making the report. An
example may be, “62 Engine 1,” or “55 Chief 2,” etc.

(b) Conditions (i.e. what you have at the scene.) This may include a simple
description of the structure, fire conditions, unusual circumstances, etc. An
example may be, “We have a single story wood frame house, with heavy
smoke coming from the eves on the A side.”

(c) Actions (i.e. what you are doing.) This would alert responding units what
actions you are taking. This helps prepare them for fallow-on operations,
and gives potential command officers the ability to listen to your plan of
action. An example may be, “We're taking a hand line up to the second
floor and conducting a primary search.”

(d) Needs (i.e. what you want others to do.) This allows follow-on units to
immediately prepare themselves for action upon their arrival. An example
may be, “54 Engine 4 hit the hydrant and lay a line to 53 Ladder 1.”

(e) Command (i.e. who is in charge.) This makes it clear that someone has
established command, and it also allows Dispatch to follow the radio traffic
when you designate the scene with a unique name. An example may be,
“51 Chief 1 will be Division Street Command.”

(4) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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Section

3 Communications
3.01 General

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

()

Uniform Compliance. Standard.

General. The use of common operating frequencies, especially during multiple
alarm and mutual aid situations, requires a standardization of radio frequency
usage, communications methods, and terminology. Cooperation is key to effective
emergency scene communications, and impacts directly on firefighter safety.

Plain Language. All radio communications will consist of plain English
transmissions. The use of “10 codes” or other non-standard terminology is
prohibited.

Face to Face Communications. It shall be acknowledged that whenever
possible, face to face rather than radio transmissions is the preferred method of
communications at an emergency scene, and shall be used whenever practical.

References: National Incident Management System, US Department of Homeland
Security; Wisconsin State Public Safety Communications System Standard
Operating Procedures, State Interoperability Executive Council; NFPA 1561
Standard on Emergency Service Incident Management, National Fire Protection
Association.
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3.02 Paging and Acknowledgement

(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) Paging. The paging of fire and emergency medical services shall be done on the
standard Portage County paging frequency (i.e. Paging Channel). The use of this
frequency shall be limited to:

(a) Initial paging of departments.
(b) Acknowledgement of the page initial responding unit from each agency.
(c) Emergency traffic that cannot be broadcast over the Public Safety Chanel.

(3) Public Safety. The use of the standard Portage County public safety frequency
(i.e. Public Safety Channel) shall be reserved for:

(a) Communications with Dispatch or Incident Command of units going into
service and arriving on scene.

(b) The use of the IC to communicate to Dispatch.
(c) Initial fire ground communications prior to switching to a tactical channel.

(4) Tactical Channels. The IC shall move all fire ground communications to a
tactical channel as soon as practical.

(5) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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3.03 Standard Communications Format
(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.
(2) Radio Procedures.

(a) Format. All transmissions by the Department shall use the format of
“(Station Called) this is (Station Calling.)”

(b) Transmissions.  All transmissions shall be in plain English. The use of “10”
codes shall be prohibited. The following are recommended radio
transmissions to Dispatch.

1. Acknowledgement. A simple acknowledgement to Dispatch that the
page was received and the department is responding. An example
would be, “County Dispatch, Department acknowledges the page.”

2. Responding to a Call. The following format will be used when
responding to a fire call: “County Dispatch from (Department
Designation)(Unit Type)(Number).” - (Dispatch responds) —
“(Department Designation)(Unit Type)(Number) is en route to
(location) for a (call type).”

3. Upon Arriving. At the fire scene, the radio operator shall use the
following format: “County Dispatch from (Department Designation)
(Unit Type)(Number).” - (Dispatch may respond) - “(Department
Designation)(Unit Type)(Number) is at the scene.”

4. Upon Departing. Upon returning from the scene the following radio
format will be used: “County Dispatch from (Department Designation)
(Unit Type)(Number)” - (Dispatch may respond) - “(Department
Designation)(Unit Type)(Number) is leaving the scene and returning
to the station.”

(3) Common Terminology. The following radio terminology shall be used to promote
uniformity and efficiency:

(a) All Clear. A primary search has been conducted and no one has been
found. Also known as “primary all clear.”

(b) Command. The Incident Commander. There is only one at the scene.

(c) Emergency Traffic. A preface that the following transmission contains
emergency information, where a situation threatens life or health.

(d) Loss Stopped. Fire is out and no more damage is being caused by heat.

(e) Mayday. A firefighter is seriously injured, lost, trapped, unaccounted for, or
Is so low on air that they will not be able to exit an IDLH atmosphere.

() On-scene. Arrived at the call.

(g) PAR. A request for, or an acknowledgement of, a personnel accountability
check.
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(h) Secondary All Clear. A secondary search has been conducted and no one
has been located.

(i) Under Control. The fire is down to a point where additional resources will
not be needed.

(4) References: Wisconsin State Public Safety Communications System Standard
Operating Procedures, State Interoperability Executive Council MABAS Standard
Operating Procedures, MABAS Wisconsin; Fire Department Company Officer,
International Fire Service Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on
Emergency Service Incident Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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3.04 Radio Frequencies
(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. Radio communications is a difficult area to manage without preplanning
on the use of limited frequencies. The Association has taken the Wisconsin
standard mutual aid radio frequency listing and adapted it for local use.

(3) State Wide Mutual Aid Channels. The radio channels that are in use in Portage
County will be restricted to the use of the frequencies listed in the document, State
of Wisconsin, Mutual Aid Communications Frequencies, 2006 Edition. In order to
ensure that all agencies within the County can communicate properly, the use of
pre-2006 common mutual aid channels is prohibited.

(4) Local Municipal Channels. In order to prevent an agency from using a radio
channel that other departments do not have, or requiring every agency to have
every other agency'’s private radio channels, the use of local or private radio
channels for command, tactical, or any mutual aid situation is prohibited. Such
channels may only be used for internal administrative communications in a non-
emergency situation.

(5) Portage County Standard Channels.  The Association has developed a list of
recommended uses for the radio channels available, which is listed below.

(6) MABAS Guidelines. MABAS Wisconsin also has a list of suggested tactical radio
channel uses, which is included below. This list has a conflict with the Fire
Ground Red channel, and does not work well in Portage County. This list should
only be used when responding outside of the County.

(7) References: Wisconsin State Public Safety Communications System Standard
Operating Procedures, State Interoperability Executive Council; State of Wisconsin,
Mutual Aid Communications Frequencies, Wisconsin Office of Justice Assistance;
.MABAS Standard Operating Procedures, MABAS Wisconsin; Fire Department
Company Officer, International Fire Service Training Association; NFPA 1561
Standard on Emergency Service Incident Management, National Fire Protection
Association.
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Channel

Paging

Public Safety

Tactical Red
Tactical White
Tactical Blue
Tactical Gold*
Tactical Black*
Tactical Grey*

MARC 1
MARC 2
MARC 3
MARC 4

VCALL*
VTAC1*
VTAC2*
VTAC3*
VTAC4*

IFERN
IFERN2*

EMS A
EMS B
EMS C

WISPERN
NATSAR
WEMCAR

Standardized Radio Channels
Portage County

Alternate Use

Primary Use

Dispatching**

Communicating with Dispatch**

Emergency Radio Traffic
Command Frequency**

(Not used at this time due to radio interference with Paging Channel)**

Fire Ground Operations**
Wildland Fire Operations**
On Scene Tactical

On Scene Tactical

On Scene Tactical

Wide area interagency communications through repeaters of MARC 2

Landing Zone Operations
HazMat Operations**
On Scene Tactical

On Scene Tactical
On Scene Tactical
On Scene Tactical
On Scene Tactical
On Scene Tactical

MABAS Interdivisional Paging
MABAS Interdivisional Paging
ALS Ambulance to Hospital
BLS Ambulance to Hospital
EMS Operations

Traffic Control**

On Scene Tactical
On Scene Tactical

Mutual Aid Base to Mobile Dispatching
Mutual Aid Base to Mobile Dispatching

BLS to ALS Ambulance Intercept

Landing Zone Operations

Search and Rescue Operations/Coordination
Emergency Management Tactical Operations

* Indicates a narrow band frequency
** Indicates exclusively a Portage County designation
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MABAS Wisconsin Tactical Radio Channel Guideline

For Use Outside of Portage County

Function

IC to Local Dispatcher
IC to MABAS Dispatcher
Staging

Scene/First Due Companies
Interior/Fire Companies
Operations Officer

Safety Officer

RIC Team(s)

Accountability

Water Supply

Truck Operations
Extrication & Manpower
Fire Operations

Logistics

Public Information Officer
Liaison Officer(s)
Support Functions

Triage Sector

Treatment Sector

Transport to Ambulances
Transport to Medical Control
Helicopter Landing Zone
EMS Operations

Technical Response Team Entry
Technical Response Team Ops
HazMat Operations

HazMat Resource

HazMat Entry/Backup
Divemaster/Dive Operations
Boat Operations

Base Camp Operations

Interdisciplinary Coordination
Investigations

Evacuation

Traffic Control

SAR Team Liaison

Primary
Dispatch
IFERN
IFERN

FG Red
FG Red
FG Red
FG Red
FG Red
FG Red
FG Blue
FG Red
FG Red
FG Red

FG White
FG White
FG White
FG White

EMS C
EMS C
IFERN
EMS B
MARC2
EMS C

MARC3
MARC4
MARC3
MARC3
MARC4
FG Blue
FG Blue
IFERN2

MARC1 (must turn on)
Local

MARC4

WISPERN

NATSAR

Alternate

FG Gold
FG Gold
FG Gold
FG Gold
FG Gold
FG Gold
FG Gold, FG Gray
FG Gold, FG Gray
FG Gold
FG Gold

FG Black
FG Black

FG Black
FG Black

EMS A

EMS C

FG Gold

FG Gray
FG Gray

MARC2
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3.05 Emergency Signals

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

()

Uniform Compliance. Standard.

General. Firefighter safety requires a uniform and understandable method of
alerting personnel in an IDLH atmosphere of impending dangers. Conventional
methods of radio and face-to-face communications may not be effective.

Emergency Traffic. Emergency radio traffic will be used by units who encounter
an immediately perilous situation, and will receive the highest communications
priority. Units may initiate emergency communications by verbally contacting
Dispatch or the IC.

(a) The initiation of emergency traffic may be preceded by an alert tone
generated by Dispatch or locally by the IC.

(b) At the initiation of emergency radio traffic, all other communications on that
channel will cease. The IC and/or Safety Officer may relocate other non-
emergency traffic to another channel.

Evacuation Signals. In the event that a structure needs to be evacuated by
interior crews, the following standard signals shall be used:

(a) Non-emergency Evacuation. A series of five blasts on an air horn,
repeated every minute, accompanied by appropriate radio calls. Crews
shall remove equipment and exit the structure as soon as practical.

(b) Emergency Evacuation. A steady blast of air horns, supplemented by
steady sirens, continued until all crews are accounted for, accompanied by
appropriate radio calls. Additionally, re-paging may be conducted by
Dispatch or other appropriate sources. Crews shall abandon any hoses and
equipment that is not carried at the time, and exit the structure immediately.

References: MABAS Standard Operating Procedures, MABAS Wisconsin; NFPA
1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident Management, National Fire
Protection Association.
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3.06 Compliant Liaison
(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. Firefighter/first responder safety, Fire Chief duties and responsibilities,
and municipal government liability require a uniform policy and an understandable
method of processing Portage County Fire/EMS Department member complaints.

(3) Liaison. The position of Liaison shall be developed as the “go to” person for
registering Portage County Fire/EMS complaints. It is understood that complaints
may arise to the Liaison from; 1) within any particular Portage County Fire/EMS
department, 2) from any outside Fire/EMS department, 3) or from the general
public. The Portage County Sheriff's Department shall be requested to provide a
Deputy to act in the Liaison position.

(4) Complaint Procedure.

(a) Complaint forms shall be maintained by all Portage County Fire/EMS
departments.

(b) Complaint forms shall be made available to the general public upon request
by member departments.

(c) Filing of a written formal complaint outlining as much detailed pertinent
information regarding the incident shall be provided on the appropriate
complaint form to the Liaison as soon as practical following the incident.

(5) Liaison Processing Procedure.
(a) Liaison shall review each submitted written formal complaint.
(b) Liaison shall contact the appropriate Fire Chief.

(c) Liaison shall review circumstances of the written formal complaint with the
appropriate Fire Chief.

(d) Liaison/Fire Chief shall establish a timeline for the Fire Chief to conduct their
internal investigation.

(e) Liaison/Fire Chief shall establish a timeline for the Fire Chief to contact the
Liaison with the outcome of internal investigation and any disciplinary action
taken if warranted.

(6) Documentation. A copy of the written formal complaint, the internal department
investigation report, and any disciplinary action report shall be maintained by the
appropriate Fire Chief.
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Portage County Fire Chief's Association
UNIFORM WRITTEN COMPLAINT FORM

INCIDENT INFORMATION:

Date of Incident: Time of Incident:

Location of Incident:

Complaint Details:

COMPLAINANT INFORMATION :

Name of Complainant:

Address:

Phone Number:

LIAISON:

Date Submitted to Liaison: Date Reviewed by Liaison:

Date Submitted to Fire Chief:

Date Fire Chief Completed Investigation:

Portage County Fire Chief's Association Policy Manual December 10, 2008
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Section

4 Operations
4.01 General

(1) Uniform Compliance. Advisory.

(2) General. A uniform, standard, and consistent application of the principles that
control fire ground and other emergency scene operations is key to the efficient,
effective, and safe conduct of the actions taken by responders. This is no more
true than when conducting multi-agency operations. Since agencies cannot be
assured that minor calls for service will not turn out to become a major incident
requiring mutual aid, and agencies cannot be expected to train using two divergent
sets of operating principles, the Association has endorsed the following provisions
of this section in order to standardize anticipated operations.

(3) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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4.02 Traffic Incident Management

(1)
(@)

3)

(4)

()

(6)

Uniform Compliance. Standard.

General. The conduct of operations in traffic ways is an inherently dangerous
operation. Many emergency responders are seriously injured or killed in roadway
accidents each year. State and federal laws and regulations govern many traffic
incident situations.

County Wide Policy. The Association shall adopt the Portage County Traffic
Incident Management Guidelines published by the Portage County Emergency
Management Office and incorporate it herein as if it were reprinted in full, including
any changes that may be made from time to time. The following are the essential
components provided for quick reference.

Definitions:

(a) Advance warning: notification procedures that advise approaching
motorists to transition from normal driving status to that required by the
temporary emergency traffic control measures ahead of them.

(b) Block: positioning of emergency vehicles on an angle to the lanes of traffic
creating a physical barrier between upstream traffic and the work area.

(c) Shadow: the protected work area at a vehicle-related roadway incident that
is shielded by the block from emergency vehicles.

(d) Taper: the action of merging several lanes of moving traffic into fewer
moving lanes.

Categories. Highway incidents are divided into three categories. Within the first
few minutes of arriving on scene, the IC should make a determination as to the
estimated time a highway will be closed, either fully or partially. Traffic incidents
can be divided into three general classes of duration, each of which has unique
traffic control characteristics and needs. These classes are:

(a) Minor: expected duration under 30 minutes. These situations are typically
handled with on-scene emergency response personnel.

(b) Intermediate: expected duration of 30 minutes to 2 hours. These situations
require additional traffic support, and should involve the activation of the
County Traffic Incident Management (TIM) Team through Dispatch.

(c) Major: expected duration of more than 2 hours. These situations require
significant traffic support and should involve the activation of the County
Highway Department’s traffic support trailer. The County TIM Team can
also be activated for support until the Highway Department can arrive on
scene.

Responsibilities.  The principles of Incident and Unified Command
notwithstanding, Fire Departments will coordinate all traffic control and safety
measures with law enforcement as soon as practical. While assistance from fire
service members may be needed, the responsibility for traffic control and other
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related areas of operation should be relegated to law enforcement as soon as
practical.

(7) Roadway Operations. Should firefighters be required to operate on or near a
roadway, the following guidelines should be followed:

(a) Firefighters are to be as conspicuous as possible. The wearing of reflective
safety vests that comply with the requirements of the ANSI Public Safety,
Class 2, or Class 3 while working within the highway right of way is
mandatory.

(b) Emergency vehicles should be parked off of the roadway as much as
possible. However, where needed, the IC should use emergency vehicles
to form a block to oncoming traffic. Consider using larger vehicles, such as
engines, highway trucks, etc. as a shadow vehicle to form safe areas to
work.

(c) Unnecessary emergency lighting shall be reduced or eliminated depending
on the placement of the vehicle on the highway.

(d) Intermediate and major events require the use of additional resources that
may not be immediately available to emergency responders, including
regulatory compliant advance warning signs and cones for establishment of
tapers.

(e) Do not allow other emergency responders to park wherever they choose.
The IC or designee should guide and direct them into safe, practical, and
efficient locations. That means having a plan in mind prior to their arrival.

() Staging will greatly reduce congestion and confusion at the scene. At a
minimum, level 1 staging procedures are required for all responses.

(g) Be ready to confer and brief other emergency response agencies of a
parking plan that you may have in order to avoid duplication and confusion.
The establishment of a unified command structure will assist you in doing
this.

(8) STOC. State and Federal highway closures require notification of the Statewide
Traffic Operations Center (STOC) by Dispatch. Have them refer to Dispatch
Policy 1-17, Critical Incidents on Highways.

(9) 1-39. If Interstate 39 is to be closed for an extended period of time, the supervisor
or officer in charge should activate the state Emergency Alternate Route plan.
The plan is manpower intensive, and the officer in charge should consider
mobilizing extra assistance sooner rather than later.

(10)References: Simplified Guide to the Incident Command System for Transportation
Professionals, US Department of Transportation; Manual for Uniform Traffic
Control Devices, US Department of Transportation; Traffic Incident Management
Policy, Wisconsin Department of Transportation; Portage County Traffic Incident
Management Guidelines, Portage County Emergency Management.
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Min. 50’ Min. 200’

Figure 4.04-1
Example: Minor Incidents

. Min. 50 in. 200
Min. 500 — >0 Min. 200 Min. 200

Figure 4.04-2
Example: Intermediate Incidents
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4.03 Traffic Vests and High Visibility Garments

(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. The high visibility of emergency responders while working in and around
roadways is a critical element in keeping those responders safer from being struck
by traffic.

(3) Legal Requirements. Several legal standards require emergency responders to
wear certain high visibility garments while on a roadway. These standards are:

(a) Title 23 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 634, addresses any
emergency responders operating on federal aid highways.

(b) The Federal Manual for Uniform Traffic Control Devices, as adopted under
section 349.065 of the Wisconsin statutes, requires high visibility garments
on all roadways.

(c) Sections COMM 30.11 and COMM 32.39 of the Wisconsin Administrative
Code require high visibility garments for emergency responders on
highways as well.

(4) Garment Standards. Emergency responders may wear any of the following
levels of protection while operating on and around roadways:

(a) ANSI/ISEA 207-2006 Public Safety Vest (PSV) standard.
(b) ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 Class 2 standard.
(c) ANSI/ISEA 107-2004 Class 3 Standard.

(5) References: ANSI/ISEA 207-2006 American National Standard for High Visibility
Public Safety Vests, American National Standards Institute.

Figure 4.03-1 Figure 4.03-2 Figure 4.03-3
Example: Public Safety Vest Example: Class 2 Garment Example: Class 3 Garment
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4.04 Hazardous Materials Responses
(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. In order to promote a safe, effective, and uniform response to
hazardous materials (HazMat) incidents, the Association has established a
standardized response protocol for all member organizations.

(3) Incidents. The IC is responsible for identifying and recognizing that an incident
may involve a hazardous material. These incidents may include, but are not
limited to:

(a) Any release of a toxic material creating an IDLH atmosphere.

(b) Any release of a material displaying or required to display a US DOT
HazMat placard.

(c) Any situation where a release of a material listed above is likely.

(d) Any potential exposure to a material where health and/or the environment
are endangered, and the use of local personal protective equipment and
other tools and materials are inadequate in either capability or quantity.

(4) HazMat Team Activation. The IC is responsible for activation of the County
Hazardous Materials Response Team (HMRT) in response to a HazMat incident.
Activation of the HMRT will be done through Dispatch.

(5) Local Fire Department Response.  Nothing in this policy shall prevent local fire
departments from handling hazardous materials incidents to their own level of
capability. However, member organizations should be alerted to the fact that if the
County and/or Regional HazMat Teams are not activated, the local fire department
may be responsible for obtaining reimbursement from any spiller themselves.

(6) Command. The HMRT responding to a call of a HazMat incident shall do so as
an assisting agency to the IC. The HMRT shall not assume command of an
incident, but will support the IC in his/her efforts to control the scene.

(7) References: 29 CFR 1910.120: Hazardous Waste Operations and Emergency
response and 40 CFR 311: Worker Protection, US Federal Code of Regulation;
Chapter WEM 6, Wisconsin Administrative Code; Hazardous Materials for First
Responders, International Fire Service Training Association; Policies and
Procedures of the Portage County Local Emergency Planning Committee; NFPA
471: Recommended Practice for Responding to Hazardous Materials Incidents
and NFPA 472: Competence of Responders to Hazardous Materials/Weapons of
Mass Destruction Incidents, National Fire Protection Association; North American
Emergency Response Guide Book, US Department of Transportation.
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4.05 Air Management
(1) Uniform Compliance.
(2) General. TBD
(3) References: TBD

TBD.
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4.06 Weather Emergencies
(1) Uniform Compliance. TBD.
(2) General. TBD
(3) References: TBD
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4.07 Staging

(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. Staging is a critical aspect to scene management. Uncontrolled
apparatus and personnel arrivals endanger safety, cause confusion, create
congestion and block access/egress routes, lead to loss of asset control, and
foster freelancing.

(3) Conduct. The first arriving unit at a scene shall proceed directly to the
appropriate location for scene size up and establishment of command. All other
subsequently arriving vehicles to the scene shall stage and await instructions
unless ordered otherwise by the IC.

(a) Level One Staging. Unless specified otherwise, all staging apparatus shall
conduct level one staging. This shall consist of the vehicles stopping
approximately one block from the scene, in the direction of travel, pulling out
of the traffic lane as much as possible, reporting their status, and awaiting
instructions. The entire crew shall remain on their vehicle, ready to respond
immediately, until directed by the IC or staging area manager.

(b) Level Two Staging. If directed by the IC, level two staging shall be
conducted during large and/or complex operations. Staging locations
should be passed on to Dispatch by the IC as soon as they are designhated.
Vehicles shall move to a designated staging area, preferably a parking lot,
report their situation, and await instructions. The entire crew shall remain at
their vehicle, ready to respond within one minute, until directed by the IC or
staging area manager.

(c) Staging Area Manager. If possible, the IC shall appoint a staging area
manager to control any staging area. Arriving apparatus shall report directly
to the staging area manager, and follow his/her directions until called by the
IC. Inthe absence of a staging area manager, the lead apparatus company
officer shall assume those duties and pass them along to the next officer
until a staging area manager is assigned.

(d) Reporting.  All arriving apparatus shall report by radio to the IC or staging
area manager when they are staged. The entire crew shall remain on their
vehicle, ready to respond within the specified time, until directed by the IC or
staging area manager.

(4) In-Station Standby. In-station standby (ISS) is a mode similar to staging, except
that units remain in their station, manned and ready to respond within two minutes
of the call for service.

(5) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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4.08 Landing Zone Protocols
(1) Uniform Compliance. TBD.
(2) General. TBD
(3) References: TBD
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4.09 Rapid Intervention
(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) Policy. It shall be the policy of the Department to utilize the Rapid Intervention
Company (RIC) concept at all situations that present an IDLH atmosphere to
firefighters, structural collapse potential, or other hazardous situations where the
rapid deployment of a RIC could save a distressed firefighter.

(3) Composition. A RIC shall consist of a company, preferably lead by an officer,
whose primary responsibility is the rapid deployment into a hazardous
environment to assist distressed firefighters. The team shall preferably consist of
established companies, no less than four in strength, but may, upon approval of
the IC for unusual circumstances, be reduced to two.

(4) Equipment. The RIC shall have access to the RIC bag, which will be stocked
with equipment useful to a RIC, and exclusively reserved for their use. Other
equipment will be required by the RIC, such as SCBA, forcible entry tools, TIC (if
available), hand lights, portable radio, etc.

(5) ldentification. Preferably, the RIC will be readily identified by SCBA tank covers
for all members of the company. If an uncommitted officer is assigned to
supervise the RIC, or a rescue group supervisor is assigned, a high visibility vest
indicating “RIC,” “RESCUE,” or “RAPID INTERVENTION" should designate that
officer.

(6) Preparation for Action.  The RIC will be in full turnout, with SCBA on (but not on
air), and in the vicinity of the RIC/Rescue Group Supervisor. They must be ready
to enter the building within one minute of being called into service. The RIC may
perform other minor fire ground duties, such as setting up lights and ladders,
shutting off utilities, etc. No duties that are taken on by the RIC can have an
adverse impact on the duties that they are primarily responsible for.

(7) Mayday. The radio call of “mayday” is exclusively reserved for firefighters in
distress. Distress is defined as firefighters who are injured, incapacitated, trapped,
lost, or low on air and unable of making it out of the IDLH atmosphere in time.
Firefighters are encouraged to call a mayday early at the outset of a situation,
when the chances of being reached are better.

(8) Committing the RIC.
(a) The RIC should be committed to a structure when:
1. A mayday call is received.

2. A firefighter becomes unaccounted for, either during a PAR or at any
time.

3. The IC believes that a firefighter is in distress.
4. A company looses radio communications or is unaccounted for.

(b) The RIC should not be committed for:
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1. Civilian rescue.
2. Standard firefighting operations.
3. Routine activities that another company can handle.

(9) Actions upon Activation.  Upon activation of a RIC, or the receipt of a “mayday,”
the IC should immediately:

(a) Reevaluate the incident action plan, providing maximum effort to assisting
the firefighters in distress.

(b) Activate at least one additional alarm to assist with the scene, evaluate the
need to form a rescue group or branch, and determine the need for heavy
and/or specialized equipment and/or teams.

(c) Plan for relay work using multiple RICs.
(10)Exception. A RIC is not required for:

(a) For minor fires (e.g. dumpster or vehicle fires) where firefighters do not
physically enter a structure.

(b) Defensive fires fought outside of the IDLH atmosphere.

(c) If the first arriving company encounters a situation where immediate rescue
action is required to save a life and no other assets are reasonably
available, or if an IRIC is used. A RIC will be formed as soon thereafter as
possible.

(11)Operational Concepts. The following concepts will be utilized whenever possible
when employing a RIC:

(a) Safety Engine. A “Safety Engine” concept shall be utilized by the IC during
all instances of high-hazard or prolonged operations. The safety engine
takes on all of the roles of a RIC, but becomes a proactive unit, rather than a
purely reactive one. The safety engine company is charged with making the
fire ground safer, more survivable, and taking steps to assist firefighters in
self rescue proactively. Their duties include:

1. Conduct initial size-up (“hot lap”) to observe structure layout,
conditions, and potential trouble areas. Report this to Command.

2. Placing ladders at second and third story windows as potential
means of egress or entrance by the RIC if needed. The placement
and location of supplemental ladders should be announced to the IC
and subsequently to any interior crews.

3. Removing security bars, opening fences and gates, and eliminating
other obstructions to possible firefighter egress.

4. Pulling back-up/safety hose lines, placed strategically at the point of
entry or at secondary means of egress/access.

5. Place scene and entry point lighting.
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6. Monitor fire ground operations.
7. Assist with and monitor personnel accountability.
8. Assist the Incident Safety Officer with monitoring conditions.

These duties must be in addition to the RIC’s readiness to enter the
structure on short notice if called into action.

(b) On-Deck. The IC should utilize the “on-deck” principle of assigning
companies to RIC duty. A company acting as the RIC or safety engine
should expect to be one of the next units to rotate into firefighting duties. A
fresh company from staging or rehab would first replace the RIC and
assume those duties after a sufficient briefing by the RIC officer. This
allows RIC companies to keep from becoming bored and complacent as
they wait for something to happen, and gives them a good idea of the
situation they are about to enter. It also allows for the RIC to have gained
experience in the structure they may have to enter. If a rescue group is
formed, multiple on-deck companies can be established.

(c) IRIC. An Immediate Rapid Intervention Crew (IRIC) can be employed in the
first stages of an incident of relatively minor size. An IRIC consists of two
individuals who can act as a RIC until follow-on companies arrive. This
team usually consists of the engineer and hydrant person.

(d) Rescue Group. On large incidents, the IC may form a rescue group. This
organization will consist of multiple companies who will take on the RIC role.
A chief or senior line or staff officer should usually head this group. A
rescue group also allows for multiple companies to use relay and follow-on
techniques to help find and remove distressed firefighters. An IC should
plan on a minimum of 3 companies worth of assets to find and remove one
firefighter from a large commercial or industrial occupancy.

(e) RIC Officer. Itis recommended that any RIC deployed have a dedicated
supervisor who is not part of the actual RIC Entry Team, and can act as a
Liaison to the IC.

(12)References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.

Figure 4.12-1 Figure 4.12-2
RIC SCBA Cylinder Cover RIC Identification Vest
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4.10 Rescue/Lost Firefighters
(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) General. There is a very narrow “window of opportunity” to rescue a lost or
otherwise distressed firefighter who is low on SCBA air or is trapped in a fire
situation. Individuals must not delay reporting to Command that they have a
“mayday” situation.

(3) Firefighter Actions.  Distressed firefighters should immediately take the following
actions, if possible:

Radio for assistance using the code word “mayday.” Give as much
information as you can regarding location, problem, etc.

Activate the PASS in alarm mode

Move to a door or window for air and to signal

Continue to work on self-extrication

Yell or bang on solid objects to make noise

Conserve breathing air by using shallow or “skip” breathing
REMAIN CALM!

(4) Command Actions. The IC should insure that the following actions are taken,
when appropriate:

Clear routine radio traffic and announce “mayday” location
Change the action plan to a high priority rescue effort

Commit the RIC/Rescue Group

Immediately request at least one additional alarm

Conduct a PAR with all fire ground personnel

Withdraw companies from affected hazard if also endangered
Watch for structural stability and signs of collapse

Do not abandon firefighting positions, instead reinforce them
Assign separate assistant safety officer to rescue effort

Plan for early treatment and transport; establish medical group
Open/unlock all doors where appropriate

Provide for additional illumination of exits where appropriate
Ventilate and maintain tenability

Call for heavy/specialized equipment as needed

STRONG SUPERVISION REQUIRED! Prevent freelancing and loss of
accountability.

(5) References: Fire Department Company Officer, International Fire Service
Training Association; NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident
Management, National Fire Protection Association.
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4.11 Search & Rescue and Evacuation Marking System

(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) General. It is critical to promote a uniform response and understanding of
buildings that have either been evacuated and/or searched by responders, either
before or immediately after a large scale incident.

(3) Urban Search and Rescue Markings.  Where a structure was searched due to
structural collapse, flooding, or other situation compromising the occupants’ safety
and triggering an evacuation, the Association has adopted the standard building
marking system used by federal USAR teams.

(4) General Evacuation. In order to promote a uniform system of identifying homes
where the residents were forced to evacuated due to quickly developing dangers,
such as a fast moving wild land fire, the following marking system is adopted:

(a) Once a home is evacuated, or the occupants have been notified to
evacuate, the personnel responsible for the evacuation order shall tie a 3
foot long piece of yellow fire line or similar plastic scene tape on the mailbox
in front of the home.

(b) If a mailbox is not directly in front of the home (e.g. across the street), or no
mailbox is present, the plastic tape should be tied to a stick, fire number
marker, or other object to the immediate right side of the driveway. This will
allow units to quickly determine if the structure has been evacuated.

(5) Record Keeping. It is important for the division/group supervisor(s) responsible
for evacuation and/or search & rescue to keep an accurate log of homes that have
been:

(a) Notified of an evacuation

(b) Evacuated

(c) Left with residents that refuse to leave
(d) Searched

(e) Reoccupied, if possible

(6) Immediate Assistance. Occupants that require immediate assistance in
evacuating or being rescued require the supervisor to make immediate
arrangements for assistance. It may be necessary for supervisors to relay
requests for assistance up the chain of command if that unit cannot stop
operations to lend assistance, or are improperly trained and/or equipped.

(7) Collapse Rescue Team Activation. It is the responsibility of the IC to activate
the Central Wisconsin Collapse Rescue Team (CWCRT) in the event a situation
involves a collapse rescue, and the local agency is not trained, equipped, and/or
otherwise capable of affecting an immediate and effective rescue.

(a) Activation of the CWCRT is accomplished by the IC contacting Dispatch.
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(b) The CWCRT responding to a call of a collapse incident shall do so as an
assisting agency to the IC. The CWCRT shall not assume command of an
incident, but will support the IC in his/her efforts to control the scene.

(c) Local fire departments and other agencies may be required to lend
assistance to the CWCRT during search and rescue operations.

(d) The officer in charge of the CWCRT will be responsible for alerting the
regional collapse rescue team for further assistance.

(8) References: TBD

Figure 4.13-1
Building Evacuation Marking
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Search Assessment Marking

A distinct marking system is necessary to conspicuously denote information relating the victim location
determinations in the areas searched.

An "X" that is 2' x 2" in size will be made with International Orange color marking spray paint if available. If
not, marks will be made with carpenter chalk, lumber crayon, or duct tape and black magic marker. This X
will be constructed in two operations:

Single slash drawn upon entry
to a structure or area indicates
search operations are currently
in progress. The time and
company identifier are posted
as indicated.

Crossing slash drawn upon
personnel exit from the
structure or area.

X

Distinct markings will be made inside the four quadrants of the X to clearly denote the search status and
findings at the time of this assessment.

LEFT QUADRANT -
Company identifier

TOP QUADRANT - Time
and date that the company
personnel left the

structure.
RIGHT QUADRANT - Example of completed
Personal hazards. marking set.

BOTTOM QUADRANT -
Number of live and dead
victims still inside the
structure. ['0" =no
victims]

XXX X

It is important that markings are made specific to each area of entry or separate part of the building. If no
victims are found, it is noted with a "0" below. Situation updates are noted as they are available.
Previous search markings are crossed out; and new markings are placed below (or next to) their previous
markings with the most recent information.

Table 4.13-2
USAR Standard Building Markings
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4.12 Accountability

(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) Generally . Firefighter accountability shall be a high priority on the fire ground.
The ability to track and account for firefighters, especially in a hot zone shall be
the responsibility of all officers.

(3) Personnel Accountability Report (PAR). A “PAR” is a roll call of all firefighters
on the fire ground for accountability purposes. Each deployed, staged, or stand-
by company shall have its firefighters accounted for by the company officer at all
times. The IC shall call for a “PAR” periodically in order to account for all
firefighters. Company officers shall respond that they have a “PAR” if all members
are visually accounted for, or notify the IC immediately if anyone is unaccounted
for. If the ICS is expanded, division, group, branch, or other functional area
officers shall account for each of their members or have subordinate officers
account for their firefighters and report back to that officer. A PAR should be
called for :

(a) Every 20 minutes.

(b) After a change of operational mode.

(c) Upon receipt of a “mayday” call.

(d) After any catastrophic event (e.g. collapse, flashover, etc.)
(e) Any time the IC feels one is called for.

(4) Passport System. The Association shall mandate a passport system to account
for all firefighters in a hazardous environment, and to assist the IC in command
and control functions.

(a) Each company will be identified using a passport. The passport will consist
of three sections:

1. The top will indicate the department and apparatus number. This will
be written on the top if using a make-up passport.

2. The center section shall be covered in Velcro, and nametags are
affixed here.

3. The bottom consists of a space to write location, assignment, or other
information using a grease pencil or other similar device.

(b) There are three different types of passports:

1. Primary Passport. Each apparatus shall be equipped with a white
passport.

2. Back-up Passport. Each apparatus shall have a red passport as a
back-up to the primary. This can also be used for split company
operations.
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3. Reserve Passport. Blank green passports shall be maintained in a
make-up kit, and can be used for non-passport departments, etc.

(c) Each firefighter shall have a nhametag affixed in a designated location on the
underside of his/her helmet.

(d) Immediately upon entering an apparatus, each firefighter shall give their
nametag to the engineer or company officer for placement on the passport.
After an incident, each firefighter is required to retrieve their nametag and
return it to their helmet.

(e) Company officers will take the passport with him/her upon leaving the
apparatus. The passport will remain on his/her person unless the company
is in a hot zone.

() Accountability Officer.
1. An Accountability Officer should be assigned for complex operations.

2. The Accountability Officer shall be responsible for maintaining the
accountability board and tracking personnel assignments of:

I Companies in an IDLH atmosphere or hot zone operation.
il Staff officers or other personnel in specialty positions.

3. Inlieu of an assigned Accountability Officer, the engineer of the first
arriving engine company should assume those duties, unless
reassigned by the IC.

4. The Accountability Officer shall be identified by an appropriate
identification vest.

(g) Prior to entering a hot zone, the company passport will be given to the
Accountability Officer, and retrieved immediately upon exiting. Passports
shall never be taken into the hot zone.

(h) Staff officers or firefighters who are not assigned to a company shall
individually give their nametag to the Accountability Officer.

() Individuals who are reassigned from a company to another position or unit
shall be responsible from recovering their nametag and giving it to their new
supervisor or to the Accountability Officer.

() At the conclusion of operations, each individual shall be responsible for
recovering their own nametag and returning it to their helmet.

(k) Blank nametags and passports will be available in the make-up kit for
firefighters who loose their name tags, or for other departments who do not
use the Passport system.

(5) Loss of Accountability.  Should any officer, leader, or supervisor loose
accountability of any member of their assigned unit, this information shall be
immediately passed to the IC by the quickest means possible. The IC will then
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determine if the RIC/Rescue Group should be deployed, and if there is to be a
change of priority or action plan.

(6) Freelancing. Firefighters who break accountability, or who freelance, shall be
deemed to have committed a serious breach of protocol. Such infractions should
be immediately reported up the chain of command as soon as the situation allows.

(7) References: MABAS Standard Operating Procedures, MABAS Wisconsin; NFPA
1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident Management, National Fire
Protection Association.

Figure 4.14-1
Passport Examples
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4.13 Progress Reports
(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) Generally. The incident commander and subordinate officers must be apprised of
the progress and situation of each of his/her subordinate elements. A
standardized format shall be used for making such reports; the format shall take
the form of a “unit, conditions, actions, and needs” (UCAN) report.

(3) UCAN Report. The report format shall consist of four basic components. They
are:

(a) Unit. Who is making the report?

(b) Conditions. What are the fire or rescue conditions found?
(c) Actions. What action is the crew taking?

(d) Needs. What additional resources does the crew need?

(4) Example.

U- “Interior to Command...”

C- “...we have a room heavily involved in fire on the 2d floor, B-C corner...”
A- “...we have water on the fire...”

N- “...we need a back-up line stretched to the 2d floor landing.”

(5) Proactive Reporting. Company officers are encouraged to make self-initiated
UCAN reports as situations change or develop, or periodically without prompting.

(6) PAR. Companies should get into the habit of replying to periodic UCAN report
requests with an accompanying PAR report.

(7) References: NFPA 1561 Standard on Emergency Service Incident Management,
National Fire Protection Association.
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Section

5 Equipment
5.01 General

(1) Uniform Compliance. Advisory.

(2) General. The reliance on outside agencies, the ability to understand the
capabilities and limitations of other department’s equipment, and the uniform
interoperability of vehicles, tools, appliances, and radios, is a critical aspect for any
operation involving more than one fire department.

(3) Interdepartmental Coordination.  The Association encourages its members to
examine and become familiar with the apparatus and other equipment of the other
member organizations. This includes making calculated decisions on equipment
and vehicles based on the capabilities and limitations of surrounding departments,
in an effort to fill needs, eliminate duplication, and ensure compatibility of systems.

(4) References: National Incident Management System, US Department of Homeland
Security.
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5.02 NIMS Typing

(1) Uniform Compliance.

Standard.

(2) General: All agencies shall characterize their equipment using standard NIMS
resource types. This will allow for a uniform method of characterization.

(3) References: National Incident Management System, US Department of Homeland
Security.

Engines

Minimum Capabilities Type | Type Il Type llI Typel V Type V Type VI Type VII
Pump (GPM) 1000 500 120 70 50 50 50
Tank (Gallons) 400 400 500 750 500 200 125
Hose, 2.5” 1200 1000
Hose, 1.5” 400 500 1000 300 300 300 300
Hose 1" 200 300 800 300 300 300 300
Personnel 4 3 3 2 2 2 2

Aerial

Minimum Capabilities Type | Type Il (Designate “L” for Ladder and “P” for Platform)
Aerial (Feet) 75 50
Elevated Stream (GPM) 500 500
Ground Ladders 115 115
Personnel 4 4

Water Tenders

Minimum Capabilities Type | Type Il Type llI Typel V
Capacity (Gallons) 2000 1000 1000 2000
Pump (GPM) 300 120 50 300

Brush Patrol

Minimum Capabilities Other
Pump (GPM) 15
Tank (Gallons) 150
Hose, 1” 75
Personnel 1

Figure 5.02-1
NIMS Resource Typing
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5.03 Cam Locks

(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) General. In order to promote a uniform method of supplying water tenders at fill
sites, the Association has agreed on the use of cam lock attachments.

(3) Size. The uniform size for the cam lock shall be 3 inches.

(4) Applicability. This does not apply to departments who do not utilize water
tenders.

(5) References: None

Figure 5.03-1
Example: Cam Lock and Adapter
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5.04 Standard Apparatus Designations
(1) Uniform Compliance. Standard.

(2) General. A uniform system of apparatus and other asset radio call signs that
conforms with the County computer aided dispatch system (CAD) is needed for

record keeping and having a consistent and coherent method of tracking
resources.

(3) Format. Apparatus shall utilize the following standardized 5 character format:

DD-A-NN, where “DD” is the department number, “A” is the apparatus type,
and “NN” represents the sequential numbering within that department.

(a) The department number will be taken from the Portage County standardized
listing found in table 5.04-1 below. Departments are listed in order in
relationship to their distance from the county seat.

(b) The Apparatus number will be taken from the Portage County standardized
listing found in table 5.04-2 below. The types used are those found in the
NIMS typing scheme.

(c) The sequence number is any combination of 2 numbers that the department
may wish to utilize to characterize their assets. It is recommended that
departments begin with 01 and go to 99, however this is not required.

(d) Example: Engine 1 from the City of Stevens Point would be referred to as
“51 Engine 1” and listed in the CAD as “51E01”

(4) Apparatus Lettering.  Apparatus should be listed with the standardized
designation on at least both sides of the vehicle, using contrasting reflective
letters, a minimum of 12 inches in height. Unused zeros may be eliminated, for
example “51E01” can be labeled “51E1".

(5) References: National Incident Management System, US Department of Homeland
Security.

Figure 5.04-1
Example Apparatus Lettering
(Whiting Ladder 1)
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Ambulance A

Brush B
Chief/Command C
Engine E
HazMat H
Ladder L

Medic (Paramedic) M

Platform P

Rescue

Squad

Tender

Utility

S|cl4d|lwnl|x

Watercraft

Portage County 50
Almond 61
Amherst 58
Bancroft 60

Dewey 56
Grand Rapids 63
Hull 55
Park Ridge 52
Plover 54
Rosholt 59
Rudolph 62

Stevens Point 51
Stockton 57
Whiting 53

Table 5.04-1

Department Designations

Table 5.04-2
Apparatus Type Designations
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5.05 Hydrant Marking System

(1) Uniform Compliance. Suggested.

(2) General. To promote immediate recognition of water supply systems, all fire
hydrants shall be marked in accordance with NFPA 291, Recommended Practice
for Fire Flow Testing and Marking of Hydrants.

(3) Water Supply. The barrel of the hydrant is painted a uniform color to indicate the
primary water supply for the hydrant. They are:

(a) Municipal System: Chrome Yellow
(b) Private System: Red
(c) Non-potable System: Violet

(4) Flow Indication. The bonnet and outlet caps indicate the water flow that can be
expected to come from the hydrant. They are:

(@) Class C (<500 GPM): Red

(b) Class B (500-999 GPM): Orange

(c) Class A (1000-1499 GPM): Green

(d) Class AA (1500 or more GPM): Light Blue
(5) Exceptions.

(a) Hydrants with flows less than 20 GPM will be color coded as a Class C
hydrant, and the actual tested flow will be stenciled on the barrel with black
letters.

(b) Out of service hydrants will be marked with indicators that label the hydrant
as “OUT OF SERVICE”".

(6) References: NFPA 291, Recommended Practice for Fire Flow Testing and
Marking of Hydrants.

—

\

Figure 5.01.1
Hydrant Markings
(Example of Class A Hydrant)

Portage County Fire Chief's Association Policy Manual December 10, 2008 Page - 46 -




Section

6 Quick Reference Index

Accelerant — a material (usually an ignitable liquid) used to initiate or increase the spread of fire.

Accountability Officer —  the officer responsible for maintaining accountability of everyone in the
hot zone.

A. H. J. — see Authority Having Jurisdiction.

Apparatus — any vehicle used to transport personnel or equipment, extinguish fires, or respond to
emergency calls.

Appliances - any piece of equipment that attaches to a hose, nozzle, or master stream.

Aerial — an apparatus with a motorized ladder used to access, apply water or rescue people from
elevated locations. See ladder truck and quint .

Arson — the malicious and willful burning of another’s or one’s own property.
Arson Investigator — see Fire Investigator .

Assistant Chief — chief officer below Deputy Chief.

Association - the Portage County Fire Chief's Association.

Authority Having Jurisdiction ~ — the organization or agency with legal authority over a given type
of incident.

Automatic Aid — a response by an outside agency on the sounding of a first alarm assignment
without any specific call for mutual aid.

Available flow - the total amount of water that can be put on a fire, depending upon water supply,
pump size, hoses, and distance to the fire.

Awareness — a level of training indicating proficiency in detecting and recognizing hazards, and
requesting the appropriate assets to deal with the situation.

Backdraft — the rapid combustion of unburned materials upon the introduction of oxygen.
Battalion — a grouping of companies for administrative purposes.
Battalion Chief — a chief officer in command of a battalion, ranking below an assistant chief.

Biohazard — any potentially infectious or toxic material, virus, bacterium, or other substance that
causes a possible health hazard, and is transmitted by blood, urine, fecal material, bodily fluids, or
other medium.

B. I. R. — see Brief Initial Report .
B. L. E. V. E. — Boiling Liquid Expanding Vapor Explosion
Bloodborne Pathogen - see biohazard .

Boiling Point — the temperature of a substance when the vapor pressure exceeds atmospheric
pressure.

Box Alarm — A request for outside assistance using the MABAS cards established for a particular
incident.
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Brief Initial Report — an initial report given over the radio upon initial arrival at a scene.
Bunker Gear — protective coat and pants worn by fire fighters, see turn-out gear .

C. A. F. S. — Compressed Air Foam System.

Captain — the senior company level officer.

Cascade — a system where a series of pressurized air tanks are used to refill SCBAs.
C. F. I. — Certified Fire Investigator.

C. F. R. — Code of Federal Regulations

Chief — see fire chief . Also the title used to address a chief officer.

Chief Officer — one of the officers who is the Fire Chief, Deputy Chief, Assistant Chief, or Battalion
Chief.

Class of Fire — see fire.
CO — carbon monoxide
Cold Zone — the area outside of the warm zone, where no PPE or special precautions are required.

Collapse zone - the area near a burning structure where the bulk of the debris is expected to fall if
a wall should fail. Estimated as an area one and a half times the height of the fire building.

CO Meter — carbon monoxide meter. See meter.
COMM - Department of Commerce section of the Wisconsin Administrative Code.
Command - see Incident Commander .

Command Group - those key individuals responsible for leading, planning, supporting, and
executing a particular operation.

Command Officer — see Chief Officer .

Command Post — the physical location where the command group operates out of during an
emergency or other situation.

Company — basic operational unit of the Fire Department, including personnel and equipment.

Company Officer — one of the officers who is either a captain or lieutenant, or is in charge of a
company at a scene.

County Dispatch - the communications center maintained by Portage County for the dispatch of
fire departments, as well as the radio station that acts as the net control station.

C. P. — Command Post; sometimes used as a shortened version of ICP, or Incident Command Post.

Cross Lay — preconnected lengths of hose, typically 150 to 200 feet in length, configured for fast
access and deployment. Similar to a speed lay, but located across the top of an apparatus.

C. W. C. R. T. — Central Wisconsin Collapse Rescue Team

Dead lay — a load of hose on a pumper, but not connected to a pump outlet.

Decon. — “decontamination”

Deputy Chief — a chief officer who ranks below the Fire Chief and above the Assistant Chief.
D. H. S. — Department of Homeland Security; the parent organization of FEMA.

Direct Attack — a form of fire attack in which hoses are advanced to the fire inside a structure and
hose streams directed at the burning materials.

Dispatch — the act of notifying an agency of an emergency, and giving them basic response
information. See fire alarm and County Dispatch .

Dispatch Center — a location where fire alarms are initially received from the public and dispatched
to the fire departments, see County Dispatch .

Distressed Firefighter — a firefighter who is lost, trapped, seriously injured, or so low on air that
they will not make it out of an IDLH atmosphere before running out.

Division — that portion of the fire ground that has been designated by geography for use in the ICS.
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Division 110 — the MABAS designation for the Portage County division.
E. E. O. C. — United States Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.

Elevated Platform - a piece of apparatus that has a platform or bucket for firefighters to stand in
when elevated.

Emergency — a situation where immediate action may be required in order to save life, property or
prevent injury.

Emergency Scene - a location where emergency action is required, see fire ground .
E. M. S. — Emergency Medical Services.
E. M. T. — Emergency Medical Technician

Engine — an apparatus designed to carry the required personnel and equipment required to
extinguish fires, by use of on-board tanks, hoses, and a pump.

Entry Level Firefighter —the minimum standard for firefighting certification in the State of
Wisconsin.

E. O. C. — Emergency Operations Center.

Evacuation —removal of personnel from a dangerous area. Also refers to act of removing
firefighters from a structure in danger of collapsing.

E. V. O. — Emergency Vehicle Operations

E. V. O. C. — Emergency Vehicle Operation and Control; also Emergency Vehicle Operation
Course.

Extension — see fire extension.

F. E. M. A. — Federal Emergency Management Administration, part of the U. S. Department of
Homeland Security.

Field Training Officer — a member of a Department assigned to mentor, coach and train new
members of the Department.

Freelance — the dangerous practice of operating on one’s own, without command guidance, outside
of the IC system, endangering the lives of other fire fighters, victims, and bystanders.

Fire — rapid oxidation of a material, usually with the evolution of heat and light.
Class A — a fire consisting primarily of ordinary combustibles.
Class B — a fire consisting primarily of flammable liquids.
Class C — a fire consisting primarily of electrical equipment.
Class D — a fire consisting primarily of combustible metals.
Class K — a fire consisting primarily of high temperature kitchen fires.
Fire Alarm — call, page or other method announcing a summons to an emergency call.

Fire Chief — highest ranking member of the Fire Department, responsible for all aspects of Fire
Department operations, and directly responsible to and appointed by the municipal governing body.

Fire Department — the agency responsible for fire suppression and related activities
Fire Engine — see Engine.
Fire Extension —the movement of fire through a medium, especially a wall or other structure.

Fire Fighter — an individual who is a member of a fire department, with duties to extinguish fires,
perform rescue operations or respond to other emergency situations.

Fire Frequency - the radio frequency used to conduct general fire fighting and dispatch information
in Portage County.

Fire Ground - the operational area of a scene where fire extinguishment is required.

Fire Ground Frequency - the radio frequency used at the fire scene for the control of the different
units on the fire ground. See also Tactical Radio Frequency
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Fire Hazard — materials, structures, or processes that may result in creating a fire, permitting a fire
to grow undetected, or preventing people from escaping a fire.

Fire Hydrant — a fixture connected to underground water sources, where supply lines are
connected for obtaining fire fighting water.

Fire Inspection — an examination of a property to insure that fire hazards are eliminated or
corrected, and that fire safety codes are complied with.

Fire Inspector — a fire fighter that conducts fire inspections.

Fire Investigation Task Force — a specially trained group of investigators from the various fire
departments and law enforcement agencies in Portage County, organized to assist fire chiefs with
determining the cause, origin and circumstances of fires or explosions.

Fire Investigator — a specially trained fire fighter who assists the Chief in determining the cause,
origin and circumstances of a fire.

Fire Marshal — a staff officer who is given responsibility for fire investigations, inspections, and
public education. Also directly responsible for supervising fire code enforcement.

Fire Point — the temperature at which a liquid fuel will produce vapors sufficient to support
continuous combustion once ignited.

Fire Strategy — technique of locating, confining and extinguishing fires.
Fire Suppression - fire fighting acts used to control, reduce and extinguish a fire.
Fire Tactics — art of utilizing personnel and equipment to effectively achieve fire ground objectives.

First Alarm Assignment — the personnel and equipment which respond to a scene on the first
report of an emergency.

First-in — fire fighters initially attacking a fire, usually the first to arrive at a scene.

First-in Report — a written report made by the first in company which details the scene upon their
arrival.

First-out Apparatus - the apparatus which responds to a scene first in order.
Flashover — the near simultaneous ignition of all combustible materials in a room.

Flash Point — the minimum temperature at which a liquid fuel gives off sufficient vapors to form an
ignitable mixture with the air near the surface.

Fit Test — the periodic test of how well the face piece of an SCBA fits a particular firefighter.

Foam — a substance introduced into a hose stream which creates a smothering blanket used for fire
extinguishment or fire suppression.

Fogging — the application of a widely dispersing pattern of water made up of very small droplets.
Forcible Entry — entering a vehicle or structure by means of physical force.
Forrest Fire — see wild fire .

Forward Lay - the procedure of stringing water supply hose from a water source toward a fire
scene. See also reverse lay.

Friction Loss - the amount of water flow that is lost as it passes through or over a surface.
F. T. O. — Field Training Officer.

Fully Involved - term of size-up meaning fire, heat and smoke in a structure are so widespread that
internal access must wait until fire streams can be applied.

Grass Fire — see wild fire .

Group — that portion of the fire ground that has been designated by function for use within the ICS.
Hazardous Materials — any number of substances, especially chemicals, that are harmful to life.
HazMat — see hazardous materials .

HazMat Team — generally, a team of specially trained personnel, equipped to handle hazardous
materials safely. Specifically, the Portage County Hazardous Materials Response Team.
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High-rise — a building that is constructed using three or more stories in height.
H. I. P. A. A. — Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (45 C. F. R. 160-164)
Hose Stream — water emitted from a nozzle attached to a fire hose to extinguish a fire.

Hot Zone — an area containing an IDLH atmosphere, HazMat, or other dangerous working
conditions where PPE is required.

. A. P. — Incident Action Plan.

. C. — Incident Commander.

. C. P. —Incident Command Post; see also Command Post .

. C. S. —Incident Command System

. D. L. H. — Immediately Dangerous to Life or Health

. F. S. T. A. — International Fire Service Training Association.

[. M. S. — Incident Management System, see Incident Command System

In-Station Standby — when apparatus are manned and ready to respond to a call while waiting at
the station. Vehicles are ready to move in less than two minutes.

Interface — see Wildland/Urban Interface

I. R. I. C. — Immediate Rapid Intervention Crew

I. S. S. — In Station Stand-by

Incident Commander - the individual in overall command of an emergency scene.

Incident Command System — the procedures used to control the actions of emergency personnel
at an emergency scene.

Indirect Attack — a method of firefighting in which water is applied onto materials from above or
near the fire so that the splash rains onto the fire.

Initial Attack - first point of attack on a fire where hose lines or fuel separation are used to prevent
further extension of the fire.

Interface Zone - see wildland interface
J. I. C. — Joint Information Center.
J. . S. = Joint Information System.

Knox Box — A mini-vault like device mounted to the exterior of a structure which provides 24 hour
emergency access by the Department in case of fire or other emergency.

Knox Box Key — The master key used by the Department to open all Knox Boxes in the Village.
Ladder Company - a truck company with a permanently mounted powered articulating ladder.
Ladder Truck - the vehicle used to support a ladder company. See aerial and quint .

L. E. P. C. — Local Emergency Planning Committee

Line Officer — those officers who have immediate supervisory responsibilities over firefighters (i.e.
captain and lieutenants.)

Local Alarm — a level of alarm activity requiring only one station or department to respond.

Joist — any of the parallel wooden, steel or concrete beams placed to support a floor or ceiling in a
structure.

Lieutenant — the junior of the company level officers.
M. A. B. A. S. — Mutual Aid Box Alarm System

MABAS Card — the mechanism used to request mutual aid using a preplanned series of responses
and move-up/cover assignments.

MABAS-Wisconsin —the Wisconsin version of the parent interstate MABAS system.
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Make-up Kit — a kit containing extra and blank passports and name tags to replace lost items or for
temporary use with non-passport agencies

M. A. R. C. — Mutual Aid Regional Channel.

Master Stream — any large bore appliance designed for long range/high volume application of
water.

Mayday — a radio code word indicating a firefighter in distress.
Member — a person employed by the Fire Department.

Meter — a device used to measure the amount of oxygen, carbon monoxide, or other gasses in the
atmosphere.

Monitor — see master stream .

Move-up — an operation involving taking an apparatus from one station and placing it in another
station to cover calls for service for a busy department/station.

N. I. M. S. — National Incident Management System. See also Incident Command System
M. P. O. — Motor Pump Operator. See also Engineer .

Mutual Aid — the response of nearby fire or rescue departments to a call for assistance by another
agency, without regard for jurisdictional boundaries.

Mutual Aid Box Alarm System — A system of predetermined mutual aid responses and move-
up/cover assignments based on a preplanned MABAS card.

Nametag — a tag kept on a helmet with a firefighter's name, which goes on a passport
N. F. A. — National Fire Academy, as part of the U. S. Fire Administration
N. F. P. A. — National Fire Protection Association.

Nozzle — an attachment to the end of a fire hose or monitor, used to control water flow, spray
pattern, foam generation, and discharge force.

O. E. M. — Office of Emergency Management
Offensive Attack — a method of where fire attack is conducted directly at the seat of the fire.

Officer — generally, fire fighters who have been appointed to command or supervisory positions, i.e.
Chief, Deputy Chief, Assistant Chief, Captain or Lieutenant. See also chief officer and line officer .

O. I. C. — Officer in Charge.

On-call - personnel who can be summoned (and paid) when necessary to respond to an incident; a
type of "volunteer" fire department.

Operations — conduct at a scene that directly impacts on the assignment. Also refers to a level of
training indicating proficiency in basic operational techniques and strategies.

Overhaul — procedure used to inspect a structure after extinguishment of a fire, to insure that the
fire is completely out and unable to rekindle before returning control to owner or occupants.

Page — the sounding of specified tones across the fire frequency which activates pagers and/or
sirens, alerting fire fighters of a fire alarm.

Pager — a device carried which alerts fire fighters to a fire alarm.
P.A.S. S. —Personal Alarm Safety System
Passport — a Velcro covered card holding name tags for a particular apparatus/company.

Passport System — an accountability system using name tags, passports, and accountability
boards used to track personnel operating in a hazardous environment.

P. A. R. — Personnel Accountability Report
P. C. F. C. A. — Portage County Fire Chief's Association. See also Association.

Personnel Accountability Report  — a check made by the IC to insure that all firefighters are
accounted for.
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Platform — see Elevated Platform .

P. M. C. S. — Preventative Maintenance Checks and Services.

Positive Pressure — the use of a fan to pressurize a structure in order to ventilate it.
P. O. V. — Privately Owned Vehicle.

P. P. E. — Personal Protective Equipment.

P. P. V. — Positive Pressure Ventilation.

Primary Search - the initial rapid check for victims.

P. S. l. — Pounds per Square Inch.

Pumper — see engine .

Qualified — having completed all of the establish prerequisites.

Quint — a piece of apparatus that is both a ladder truck and an engine. See aerial .

Rapid Intervention Company — a group of firefighters specially equipped and organized to rescue
lost, trapped, or otherwise distressed firefighters.

Report — an electronic or written document that details the events that occurred during a fire alarm.
Also can refer to an oral relaying of information, either in person or via radio.

Rescue — the saving of life from imminent danger. Also can refer to extricating people from a motor
vehicle after a traffic crash.

Rescue Squad — an apparatus designed to transport a rescue company.

Reverse Lay — the process of stringing hose from a fire toward a source of water. See Forward
Lay.

R. I. C. — Rapid Intervention Company. Also known as a Rapid Intervention Crew.
R. I. C. - E. — Rapid Intervention Company - Engine. See RIC.
R. I. T. — Rapid Intervention Team. See RIC.

Roof — the top portion of a structure usually designed to shed water or protect the interior from the
elements.

Salvage - the protection of property from potential damage caused by heat, smoke, fire fighting
techniques, or other hazards.

S. C. B. A. — Self Contained Breathing Apparatus, a cylinder of compressed air with accompanying
mask and regulator, which allows fire fighters to operate in hazardous atmospheres.

Scuttle Hatch - ready-made opening in roof that can be opened for vertical ventilation.

Secondary Search — an additional search, conducted after the primary search, to check for victims
in a more detailed and methodical way.

Second-out Apparatus — the apparatus that responds to a scene second in order.
Sector — an outdated and no longer used generic term for a division or group.
Senior Officer — the highest ranking fire fighter on scene.

Senior Staff — those staff officers who head specific areas of responsibility, e.g. safety, training,
maintenance, etc.

Size-up — the initial evaluation of an incident upon arrival of the first company or officer.

Smoke — small particles of the carbon, water vapor and the products of burning resulting from the
incomplete combustion of materials.

Snorkel — an apparatus consisting of an elevated motorized platform without a ladder used to
access or apply water to elevated locations.

S. O. P. — Standard Operating Procedure.

Speed Lay — preconnected lengths of hose, typically 150 to 200 feet in length, configured for fast
access and deployment. Similar to a cross lay, but located below a pump panel.
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Staff — those positions that are created in order to assist the Chief with administrative or other non-
command duties. Each of these areas of responsibility are headed by a Staff Officer.

Staff Officer — those fire fighters assigned to support positions in the fire department organization,
e.g. Training Officer, Safety Officer, Lead Fire Inspector, Maintenance Officer, etc.

Staging — the placement of personnel and apparatus away from the fire ground where they are
available for immediate call-up and employment.

Standard Operating Procedure — a set of guidelines and standardized practices that allow
firefighters and officers to act based on a common set of principles.

Stand-by - the act of waiting in a strategic position, ready for action, prepared to react to known or
unknown events. See in station stand-by

Still Alarm — a call for service requiring the response of only one company, such as a non-
impinging dumpster fire, obvious false alarm, CO check, etc.

Structure — a constructed object, usually a building, but can include vehicles, trash dumpsters, etc.

Squad Truck - a vehicle used for transporting personnel, additional tools or other specialized
equipment such as generators, air cascade systems, etc.

Suppression — the act of extinguishing a fire, or retarding its spread.

Tactical Radio Frequencies - those non-repeated frequencies intended for the use on the fire
ground, such as Red, White, Blue, MARC, and VTAC.

Tanker — an aircraft designed and utilized for dropping water and other fire retardants during
primarily wild fire situations. See also Water Tender.

Technician — a level of training indicating proficiency in advanced operational techniques and
strategies.

Tender — see Water Tender.
T. 1. C. — Thermal Imaging Camera.
T. I. M. — Traffic Incident Management

T. O. C. — Tactical Operations Center. That location where the Operations Section Chief operates
out.

Triple Lindy — The preferred hose configuration for both cross lays and speed lays, consisting of
the entire length of preconnected hose folded back onto itself in thirds, and then packed.

Truck — a generic term for an apparatus and personnel equipped with ladders and forcible entry
tools, organized for search and rescue, ventilation and forcible entry.

Truck Company — a company organized around a quint, snorkel, aerial, ladder truck.

Turnout Gear - the protective clothing worn by fire fighters. Typically includes helmet, gloves
hood, bunker coat, bunker pants, suspenders, and boots.

U. C. — Unified Command

U. C. A. N. — Unit, Conditions, Actions, Needs; a status report format used to periodically relay
information.

U.S. A.R. — Urban Search and Rescue
U. S. F. A. — United States Fire Administration, as part of FEMA

Ventilation — to release enclosed heat and smoke, or contaminated air, in a structure by creating
openings and allowing or forcing air to pass through.

Water Tende r — an apparatus designed primarily to haul water to the scene of a fire. Also
mistakenly referred to as a “tanker.”

Warm Zone - the area surrounding the hot zone, outside of any dangerous environment, with
limited access, reserved for decontamination and other controlled operations.

Wild Fire — afire in grass, brush, or timberland burning out of control.

Wildland Fire — see wild fire .
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Wildland/Urban Interface — that portion of the fire ground where wildland fires come into contact
with urban, or built-up, areas of a populated area.

Working Fire — a level of fire response requiring multiple assets to handle the situation.
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